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Yet there is no tangible 
force that's preventing him 
from using them. 

own this land. It stretched 
from here to there. It used 
to be his land. But today 
I'm not even allowed to 
cultivate it.' 

He goes on to illustrate how land is much more imme
diately related to power. The solution is to move away 

the market which has left the third world 
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THIS is subtitled 'an anarchist reply to Isaac Deutscher's 
address on Socialist Man.' It was fllSt printed in 1976. 
Deutscher's address was to the second annual Socialist 
Scholar's Conference in 1966. His contention was that the 
political acts of Marxi:;t states are contrary to those en
visaged by Marx, Engels, Lenin and Trotsky. The aim of 
this pamphlet · is to demonstrate that, in fact, these states 
are simply acting in the traditions of the old masters. 

Graham does this by examining the methods and tactics 
used by Marx et al, in order to prevent libertarian, specifi
cally Bakuninist, influences in the First International. Marx 
controlled the General Council, while many national federa
tions leant to anarchism. Events came to a head at the 
Hague Congress of 1872, t!le eighth year of the Inter
national. The venue effectively prevented Bakunin from 
attending, he could not travel through France or Germany. 
The Marxists rigged the meeting and then used a mixture of 
procedural manoeuvreing, slander and lies to expel Bakunin 
(in his absence) and several others and push dubious resolu
tions about political action. It's all there in the minutes. In 
the_ end they transferred the General Council to New York, 
with a packed membership, far from dangerous, autono
mous influence. There it quietly died. 

Graham then argues that these 'end justifies the means' 
tactics are typical of the authoritarian mind. The behaviour 
of marxist states is just what might be expected. 

The revelations that come to light in reading the ex
cerpts {rom the Minutes of the Hague Conference of 
1872 poses [sic] the question as to whether Marx, 
Engels and their associates were - in view of the tac
tics they employed against their ideological oppo
nents - devils incarnate? The answer can only be a 
negative one, although their actions are a far more 
serious debasement of their integrity than it might 
have been were it done out of spite. The tragic fact 
stands out that every one of their actions was un
doubtedly done in the name of The end justifying the 
means ' - a basic tenet of every authoritarian-minded 
person. 

The General Council of the International was con
trolled by Marx and his followers while most of the 
sections of the federation throughout the world were 
under the influence of Bakunin s anti-<Suthoritarian 
ideas. It was this fact that led Marx and his associates 
to choose the course they pursued at the Congress. 
The decision to besmirch the character of so noble 
a personality as Victoria Woodhull, who was not 
even present to defend herself, presented them with 
no qualms ~hatsoeve~. When one reads the charges 
brought agamst her by Marx one can scarcely believe 
they were uttel'ed by a sincere antagonist. In fact, it 

with mass starvation and develop a new sort of land tech
nology, which is ultimately the way to solve this problem. 
The peasants of South America are still struggling to regain 
their birthright but are impeded by regimes that are 
supported by the west, particularly the paranoic United 
States. 
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was Victoria Woodhull who first 
'Communist Manifesto' in the United States! Marx s 
closest associate at the Congress, Frederick Engels, 
likewise demonstrated his lack of integrity when he 
had the Congress eject W. West even as a spectator, in 
spite of the fact that West had travelled four thousand 
miles to attend the Congress as the duly accredited 
delegate of section 12 of New York! Marx s total lack 
of integrity, however, was revealed in full when he 
showed no hesitation in lying outright to the Congress 
when stating that 'the documents' against Bakunin 
'have not been obtained in a dishonest manner' and 
that 'they were sent without having been requested', 
when as a matter of fact it was but one document and 
as Hans Gerth shows in his Introduction to the Minutes' 
Marx urgently requested Danielson, the Russia~ 
economist, to obtain for him the sole 'document' 
Nechaev s letter to the publisher who had advanced 
Bakunin 300 roubles for the proposed translation of 
Marx s Capital. p XVII. 

How thoroughly rigged the Congress was is most 
strikingly illustrated by the fact recorded in the Min
utes on page 213 that not only did Marx, Engels and 
other members of the old General Council propose to 
move the General Council to New York, but that they 
also named those who should constitute the new 
General Council. An equally striking illustration of the 
rigged actions of the Congress is revealed in the Min
utes (page 206) recording that a resolution was intro
duced to the effect that the issue of political action 
should 'be placed on the agenda of the next Congress'. 
The real manipulators of the Congress, evidently know
ing beforehand that there would not be any next Con
gress, railroaded through a resolution adopting, for the 
first time, political action as a tenet of the I. W .A. (page 
285, Minutes). 

None of this is new to anarchists, of course. Similar 
ground is covered by Richard Warren's pamphlet/comic 
Critique of State Socialism (reviewed FREEDOM Vol 42, 
No 23). However, it's nice to have all the quotations, direct 
from the congress minutes. This is a useful pamphlet. 
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